
Stars show resolve in blowout win; coach 'frustrated' 

On paper, Tuesday’s game between the Dallas Stars and Columbus Blue Jackets looked like a 
mismatch. The 5-1 Dallas win suggested the same. 

Just don’t try telling Stars coach Lindy Ruff his team played great in the lopsided victory. 

“I’m frustrated because we had … a total lack of mental focus,” Ruff said. “I know we won 5-1 
but we’ll lose games if we play like that.” 

While Dallas entered the game with the most points in the NHL and Columbus was tied for the 
fewest, you couldn’t tell during the first period. The Blue Jackets carried the play for much of the 
frame, outshooting the Stars 16-8, but Dallas struck first on Johnny Oduya’s third goal of the 
season. Goalie Kari Lehtonen stopped all 16 Columbus shots in the period and the Stars led 1-0 
despite their poor start. 

“I think (Lehtonen) played a heck of a game,” Stars forward Tyler Seguin said. “Obviously the 
start, with everyone else sleeping, he had to be sharp and he was beyond sharp. I think he 
might’ve been the only player in here tonight that played a full 60-minute effort.” 

The final 40 minutes were a different story than the first 20. While Columbus tied the score 4:32 
into the second period, the Stars were the better team in the final two frames. Dallas scored 
three times in a four-minute span later in the second period, a stretch that included two goals 
from Seguin 30 seconds apart. 

“Tyler decided that he was gonna dominate the game,” Ruff said. “He decided he was gonna go 
out and get the legs going and put the puck in the back of the net. I think the last 40, … it was 
better. It’s still not where we need it to be.” 

Ruff’s demand for more after a 5-1 win may seem irrational, but not when you consider his 
team’s situation. After missing the playoffs six out of the past seven seasons, the Stars own the 
best record in the NHL, which carries a certain pressure. 

“We’re kind of the team that’s being hunted,” Ruff said. “There’s a little extra juice when teams 
come in here and say, ‘Well, we got a crack at them.’ I want our team ready for that.” 

While Ruff was not satisfied with his team’s play Tuesday night, Dallas continued to prove it can 
bounce back, winning its first game after being shut out for the first time this season. Through 
31 games this season, the Stars have not lost consecutive contests. 

“It’s separating from having a good start, being a good team and trying to be a great team,” 
Seguin said. “From here on out, it’s gonna be a lot more like playoff-type hockey; we’re gonna 
be facing our division a lot more. 

“We want to stay consistent with our play and we want to be able to respond from a period, from 
a shift and find ways to win games and this year we’ve done a good job of that.” 

In fact, they’ve found a way to win more games (23) than any other NHL team and can add to 
that league-leading total Thursday night when the Stars host the Calgary Flames.


